CHAPTER  X
E Hyslop," the Countess was becoming increas-
gly proficient in not speaking French* but
she occasionally relapsed, 'Vest un professeur?"
"He was a captain in the Rifle Brigade."
'The Rifle Brigade xvas statJonn<J in Thibet?"
"Certainly not,  He was naturally interested in
Thibet,"
"Why 'naturally?"
'Thibet is a most interesting country."
When women talked to Cuthbert about anything
which really interested him he invariably deflected
them with an absolutely colourless answer. Why,
after all, should not human beings occasionally have
a sense of self-protection, when animals have it all
the time?
Cuthbert particularly disliked the intervention of
other people into his private thoughts.
It was this exclusion from what mattered most to
him that Lisa found so hard to bear* But lately she
had been sleeping better, and when you are rested
the foibles of those you love become their most
endearing charms. Whereas when you are tired they
madden you.
She was looking forward to the visit of Captain
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